      AGE CUTOFF  FOR 2012
Whatever age a player is on April 30, 2012, will be their age for the 2012 season.
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 Official Baseball Tournament Rules & Guidelines
GAMEDAY IS PROUD TO ADOPT THE SANCTIONING HOST RULEBOOK, WITH EXCEPTIONS, AS THE PRIMARY RULEBOOK GOVERNING ALL TOURNAMENT PLAY.
_______________________________________________________

I. GENERAL INFORMATION         

              TOURNAMENT ENTRY FEES
Tournament entries are only guaranteed after receipt of the entry fee. Online payment for entry fee is available @ www.gamedaybaseball.com or you may mail the entry fee to: Gameday Baseball   P.O. Box 454   Cordova, TN. 38088
               TEAM CHECK IN
Teams must check in at the Tournament headquarters 30 minutes – 1 hour before commencing play in their first game. Please be prepared to produce mandatory tournament documentation: certificate of team insurance and team roster. Coaches should also have their player’s  birth certificates and/or a legally accepted proof of age in their possession in case of any question regarding the age of a player(s).   Sanction number may also be required for most tournaments.  Failure to check in will result in a delay in starting your first game.  

               LINE-UP CARDS
Each manager must prepare a minimum of 3 written copies of his line-up, listing first and last names and numbers of all players and substitutes prior to each game.  Line-ups must be provided to the plate umpire and opposing manager.  A game shall not start until this is completed.  Managers are responsible for providing their own line-up cards.
               HOME TEAM
A coin flip shall determine the home team in pool games.  Once seeding starts, the higher seed is home team.  The home team scorekeeper will be the official scorekeeper.

              PREGAME WARMUP
All team pregame warm-ups will only be allowed in designated warm up areas, or in the outfield of the ball field on which your team is scheduled to play.  Absolutely No Soft Toss (including plastic balls) and/or throwing baseballs, allowed into any fencing within complex.  
Absolutely NO BATTING PRACTICE or WARM-UPS allowed on any field that is open.
             GAME BALLS
Each team must provide Game Balls for the games in which they play.
Team ages    6 – 8           1 new or good condition baseball per game
Team ages   9 – 14          2 new or good condition baseballs per game
Team ages 15 & up          3 new or good condition baseballs per game
*EXCEPTIONS:  Game Balls will be provided by Gameday Baseball for all World Series Play.
              AWARDS
Awards will vary depending on the tournament event.  However, individual awards will always be presented to all players of the top two finishing teams.  Team awards will vary by tournament.
              
              TOURNAMENT FORMAT ALTERATIONS
Gameday Baseball reserves the right to change or alter the format of the tournament in order to complete such tournament.
             GATE ADMISSIONS
All Gameday Baseball events will have an admission charge.  Gate fees will vary depending on event (i.e., League, Tournaments, State Championships, and World Series).

             COACHES’ PASSES
Each team will receive THREE (3) tournament passes upon check-in at the Tournament Office.  Each coach must pick up his or her passes individually.  Coaches who lose, forget, or misplace their passes, will be required to pay a non-refundable gate admission.  Individuals who abuse or misuse these passes shall forfeit their passes for the duration of the tournament.

             DUGOUTS
A maximum of four adults per team are allowed in dugouts.  Only two coaches are allowed outside of the dugout at any time.

              SPORTSMANSHIP 
Good Sportsmanship is a vital part of youth sports and is something that we should all be striving to teach our youth. For the most part, coaches and fans act appropriately at Gameday venues. However, whenever there is pressure and the temperature rises, unfortunately tempers rise as well. 
Coaches and Umpires alike are expected to keep their tempers in check and set the proper example for our young people at all times. Just as a good attitude makes an impression upon players and fans, so can a bad one.
The tournament director has the option to remove a coach or a player for a game(s) or the entire tournament for unsportsmanlike conduct.
This is youth baseball; bad sportsmanship will not be tolerated at Gameday events. The game is not for the glorification of the umpires, coaches or parents. Simply stated, “It is for the kids”. Let’s work together and do our very best to make this a reality.
The Umpire in Chief, and/or, the tournament director, will handle any rule misinterpretations (no judgment calls will be addressed) immediately and finally. There will be no Protest. (Protest may be allowed in some tournament events.  Check with Tournament Director for protest guidelines prior to each tournament.)  Coaches will be responsible for their own fans behavior.  Razzing, heckling, chanting or making disparaging remarks towards opponents, in any manner, is prohibited.
Any inappropriate conduct immediately after the game can result in a game ejection for the coach in his next game. Inappropriate conduct by fans can also result in a coach ejection.  The coach is responsible for the actions of his fans.  The umpire in chief, and/or the tournament director, will be available to talk to the head coach only (no parents or assistant coaches) about a rule interpretation before, during or immediately after any game.

             TOBACCO
Use of tobacco products is prohibited on all fields and in the dugouts during games.
          
             FOOD / BEVERAGES / PETS
No food, beverages, or water coolers are allowed to be brought into the ballpark.  ABSOLUTELY NO ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES ALLOWED. 
Team Water Coolers will be provided and the players may have their own individual water bottles.  NO ICE CHESTS will be allowed in the park.
No pets are allowed in the park.  Guide dogs are an exception.
Coaches, Please help us to prevent an embarrassing situation at the gates by informing your team’s parents of this policy. 
II.   GAME TIME LIMITS, TIE BREAKERS, AND RAINOUTS 
     AGE DIVISIONS                 TIME LIMIT       GAME LENGTH         OFFICIAL(IF RAIN)
              5-8                                1 :15                6 INNINGS                  3 INNINGS
         8 PLAYER/PITCH             1 :30                6 INNINGS                  3 INNINGS
             9-10                               1 :35                6 INNINGS                  3 INNINGS
            11-12                              1 :40                6 INNINGS                  3 INNINGS
            13-14                              1 :45                7 INNINGS                  4 INNINGS
            15-16                              2 :00                7 INNINGS                  4 INNINGS
            17-18                              2 :15                7 INNINGS                  4 INNINGS

 **Gameday Baseball  Reserves the right to modify Game Times as needed.
                                 GAME TIE BREAKERS 
During the initial round of pool play games, at the end of regulation time limit, if the score is tied, the following procedure will be used.  The visiting team will load the bases with the last three batters from the previous inning. (3rd base – third to last batter, 2nd base – second to last batter and 1st base – last batter).  There will be 2 outs and no count on the batter due up.  Play will continue until the 3rd out is made.  The home team then gets the same opportunity.  If the score is still tied, use the same procedure until a winner is determined.                                                                                                                  During the single elimination championship rounds extra innings will be played until a winner is determined. *

NOTE: Only runs scored for and against, before the tie-breaker, are counted in your standings. (i.e.: Scored tied 5-5 in regulation and 12-10 at the end of the tie-breaker -  Only 5 runs will be counted for and 5 runs against are used in the standings)
*EXCEPTIONS:  State Tournaments and World Series tie games will be governed by the sanctioning host tournament guidelines.

                  SUSPENDED/COMPLETE GAMES

A game shall be ruled as official and complete, if it is called by umpires or the tournament director due to rain, inclement weather, lighting failure, or other reasons beyond our control, provided the above guidelines concerning innings have been reached.  If the guidelines have not been reached, the game shall be suspended, and resumed from that point, when safe play can be resumed. (The game is official if the home team is ahead at the end of 2 ½ innings, in a 6 Inning Game, or 3 ½ innings in a 7 Inning Game)
III. Refund Policy
Payment is due 3o days prior to an event.  Teams withdrawing from an event more than 30 days in advance shall receive a full refund of their entry fee, less a $25.00 handling fee.   A cancellation within 15-30 days will result in a credit for your team on a future event. (Credit expires 12-31-2011)  There are no refunds or credits for those teams that withdraw within 14 days or less of the event.
                  Team entry fee refunds due to inclement weather:               Full refund if no games are begun; 2/3 refund if (1) game is started or completed; 1/3 refund if 2nd game is started or completed; no refunds after 3rd game begins or completed. No gate refunds, nor rain checks, at any time.  Tell your players and fans, if play is in doubt due to inclement weather or rain, to wait until play begins to enter park.

IV. Rainout Policy
                   The following policy is in effect at all events:                              In the event of a rainout, the policy to determine the order of finish of the tournament will be based on the following:

Rainout during / after completion of pool play
The tournament order of finish will be set by the tournament tie breakers listed in the POOL PLAY TIE BREAKERS below. Two complete rounds must be completed in order to establish a tournament order of finish.
Rainout after completion of One Championship Semifinal Game
No consolation awards will be presented. All awards will be presented to the Championship division.
The completed game will be recorded and the winner of the completed game will advance.

The loser of the completed game will finish 4th in the Championship division.
The winner along with the two teams that were scheduled to play the 2nd semi-final game will have their records reverted back to pool play. The order of finish will be set by the tournament tie breakers listed in the POOL PLAY TIE BREAKERS section below.

Rainout after completion of Both Championship Semifinal Games
Consolation awards will be presented. The completed games will be recorded and the winners of the completed games will advance. 

The winners’ order of finish will be set by the tournament tie breakers listed in the POOL PLAY TIE BREAKERS section below.
V.   POOL PLAY TIE BREAKERS
At the end of pool play, teams may be tied going into the final championship rounds with the same won/loss record.  The following tiebreakers will determine which team advances and in what order of finish.

       1) Head to head competition

       2) Fewest runs allowed in games played.
       3) Total runs scored in games played.
       4) USSSA ranking points (Applicable only in USSSA sanctioned events)
       5) Coin Toss
NOTE: Head to head tie-breaker is to be used for TWO TEAMS tied only.  If three or more teams are tied, the first tie-breaking criteria will be fewest runs allowed by all of the tied teams.
            In the Event of a Forfeit in Pool Play, the non-forfeiting teams will be credited with a 1 run differential victory. The runs allowed in the forfeited game will be the average of runs allowed by the non-forfeiting team in all pool play games actually played.

Example:
Team A gets a forfeit win from Team B. Team A has allowed 10 runs in their other (2) two pool play games. Therefore, the average runs allowed by Team A would be 5 runs. The credited score for their forfeit win against Team B would be 6-5.

*EXCEPTIONS: State Tournament and World Series tie games will be governed by the sanctioning host tournament guidelines.
          ANY TEAM, due to the unsportsmanlike conduct of any of the coaches or fans, which results in the forfeit of a pool game for that team, or the conceding of a pool game to reduce the number of runs allowed, will result in that team not being eligible to advance to the Championship/Consolation Bracket.
VI.   PITCHING RULES

Any State Tournament and/or World Series play will be governed strictly by the sanctioning host rulebook.  All USSSA events will be governed by the USSSA RULE BOOK.
VII. RUN RULES
AGE              WINNER OF GAME DECLARED IF ANY TEAM   MAXIMUM RUNS
DIVISION                                          IS:                                                   PER INNING
   6 – 8            15 runs ahead after 3, 8 runs after 4                  7 per inning

   9 – 12           15 runs ahead after 3, 8 runs after 4                  N/A

  13 – 18          15 runs ahead after 3, 12 runs after 4,               N/A
                                       8 runs after 5
VIII. EJECTIONS AND CONDUCT
If a manager or coach is ejected from a game, that individual must leave the ball park.  If a player is ejected, that player must be supervised for the remainder of the game by an adult.  Those people involved in an ejection are also suspended for the next game.  That individual may not return to the ball park until the suspension has expired.  The second ejection during a tournament will result in a suspension for the remainder of the tournament, as well as possible imposition of further sanctions subject to the review of the director of operations.  A person being ejected a second time during league play will be subject to a review with the director of operations.  Any ejection will be subject to appeal to the director of operations before the next scheduled game.  
IX.   Any rule not covered will be reviewed and acted upon by the tournament director.  Any Sanctioned event held at First Tennessee Fields will be governed by the sanctioning host rulebook.  However, Gameday Baseball reserves the right to alter the rules, with the approval of the sanctioning host.   
FINAL NOTE
Gameday Baseball venues will be without question some of the finest, most well maintained youth sports facilities available.  Teams are expected to pick up trash and debris in the dugout before departure from all games.  Your assistance in keeping these facilities in pristine shape would be greatly appreciated.  Please urge your coaches, players and fans to use all trash receptacles provided.  At Gameday, we believe that the respect of a ballpark and ball fields is something that coaches, parents and fans can, by example, teach young players along with learning how to play the game we all love.
